
Dear One Challenge Partners,

In January, I shared with you One Challenge’s 
motto for 2020 – Forward Together. At that 
time, we had no idea that would mean 
moving forward together through a global 
pandemic. But God will help us navigate 
the Coronavirus and bring him glory in the 
process. We sincerely hope and pray you are 
healthy and sensing the peace of the Lord.

ONE CHALLENGE’S RESPONSE TO COVID-19

At OC we are earnestly tracking the spread 
of the virus and prayerfully considering 
implications for OC workers, teams, and 
ministries. This includes some who live in CDC 
level three countries. This growing situation 
touches each of us and has required many 
of our people to cancel travel and rearrange 
ministry activities. Our No. 1 concern is for  
the health and well-being of our workers,  
their families, and the communities they live in.

We are closely monitoring the CDC’s 
recommendations and responding accordingly. 
Additionally, we are in close communication 
with peer organizations to determine best 
practices and gauge levels of response.  
Recent responses include:

• postponing our upcoming April 2020 
Leadership Conference until early  
next year.

• activating our Crisis Response Team.

• recommending all air and rail travel  
be avoided over the next few weeks – 
unless justified in the national context. 

• sterilizing our Colorado Springs office and 
allowing those who can, to work at home.



The prudent precautions we are taking are 
disruptive, but we feel confident we can  
carry on effectively.

A GOD-MOMENT FOR ONE CHALLENGE

Such moments in our world create a powerful 
opportunity for God’s beauty to be displayed 
through the love and hope of his people. Amid 
the chaos, we can have quiet confidence that 
God is on the move in the lives of those around 
us and is doing big things in our nations. Here 
are a couple of examples, near and far.  

The Colorado Springs conference venue offered 
us a one-year extension, waiving the penalty 
required by the contract. 

Some of our people working in restricted-access 
countries have had special opportunity to help 
quarantined students with food, and to be a  
living testimony of the peace of Christ amid  
an atmosphere of fear and uncertainty.

MAY THE PEACE OF CHRIST BE WITH YOU

As we pray for our people around the world, 
we are praying for you too. May you experience 
shalom in the midst of this storm. May you 
move forward in faith and not fear. May Jesus’ 
words in John 14:27 be your daily comfort:

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  
I do not give to you as the world gives.  

Do not let your hearts be troubled  
and do not be afraid.”

In these challenging times, may our prayers, 
words and actions bring honor to our Lord.

Forward together, 

Dean Carlson,  
One Challenge President


