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In 1949 Madame Chiang Kai-shek organized a prayer 
group that began to pray for someone to come and 

preach the gospel to the despondent, defeated soldiers of 
the Chinese Nationalist army, about a half million of them. 
The group prayed, “Lord, haven’t you got someone to gather 
the harvest?” Three men responded; Dick Hillis was one of 
them. In the next four months some five thousand of these 
young men professed to accept Jesus Christ as their personal 
Savior. Just before leaving Formosa (Taiwan) in 1951, Dick 
was challenged to consider how to reach the whole nation, 
nearly 14 million people, but only 30,000 believers. Could 
he bring some harvesters 
there to help train the local 
Christians to be harvesters? 
God answered Dick’s prayers, 
and the foundation of Orient 
Crusades was laid. 

CELEBRATING 
            the Past



In 1952, Dick was invited by the Filipino church to help 
them learn how to become harvesters and gather their 

own harvest. Lacking enough laborers, Dick promised only to 
pray about it. God answered that prayer, and the foundation 
was laid for one of the great harvest fields of Asia. 

Shortly afterward, Dick was invited to hold a 
conference for the pastors of Vietnam. His 

message that God expects every born-again believer to be 
a harvester in His field resulted in a request: “Will you send 
some laborers to teach our people how to harvest?” Dick 
and those working with him, joined by people at home, 
prayed for the Lord to send forth laborers to Vietnam. And 
God answered. 

Next God led OC into Latin America; 
first Argentina, then Colombia 

and Brazil. The mission then became 
known as Overseas Crusades. One day 
Dick received an invitation to meet with a 
Brazilian committee for evangelism to reach 
Brazil. They were concerned about the ripe 
harvest in Brazil and requested that OC 



“Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, 

 to send out workers into his harvest field.”
               Matthew 9:38

would come with harvesters to train their people to harvest. 
And again OC personnel began to pray that God would raise 
up harvesters for the great country of Brazil, which was half 
the population of South America. God sent several families, 
and a foundation was laid in Latin America, all in answer to 
prayer. Over the years more invitations have come so that 
today OC International is ministering on six continents.

Your prayers continue to open doors of opportunity  
and bring more laborers.



Five attitudes God 
 has infused into our hearts 
     for the past          years

A strategic 
commitment 

to coming 
alongside the 
shepherds of 
the church to 
assist them to 
carry out the 
ministry God 
has entrusted 

to them.

A deep conviction that the church  
is the primary instrument ordained  

by God to reach the lost for Jesus Christ.

A courageous faith: confidence  
in God’s power and provision;  
farsighted, risk-taking faith  

that’s not afraid to fail.

A humble 
servant’s 

posture in 
carrying out 
our ministry 
of building a 
platform for 
local leaders.

A 
compelling 
passion to 
see the lost 

reached 
for Christ.

“For we do not  
preach ourselves, but

Jesus Christ
as Lord, 

and ourselves as your

servants 
for Jesus’ sake.” 

2 Corinthians 4:5



OC Presidents
We praise the Lord for guiding our leadership. 



“Remember your leaders, 

 who spoke the word of God to you. 

  Consider the outcome of their way of life 

   and imitate their faith.” 
    Hebrews 13:7

I don’t believe that the harvest is just our job, I believe it 
is the job of the whole body of Christ irrespective of country, 
or color or culture.      – Dr. Dick Hillis

We, within Overseas Crusades, believe that one of the 
most effective ways God has chosen to evangelize the 
world is through the efforts of non-Western pastors and 
missionaries; our task in missions is to equip nationals to 
disciple nations.      – Dr. Larry Keyes

The question is not how to reach people for Christ but 
how to reach nations for Christ. The opportunity to literally 
see 1 billion people come to Christ in the next 10 years is an 
absolutely real possibility. Our mission is to help Christian 
leaders reach nations for Christ.      – Dr. Greg Gripentrog
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EMBRACING            

ENVISIONING

Research

MK education

Sports ministries

Leadership development

Strategic church planting

Networking, partnering, and bridge building

Missions mobilization and missions movements

the Present

the Future



Canada

Singapore

Philippines

Guatemala

OC Global Alliance
Established in May 2010, the OC Global Alliance is a 
voluntary association of OC mobilization centers for the 
purpose of sharing resources and experience to fulfill a 
common mission, vision, values, and strategy. The OC Global 
Alliance is currently made up of 10 mobilization centers with 
a commitment to partnering together to deploy missionaries 
to serve on multiethnic and multinational teams. 

United States

United Kingdom

Colombia

TaiwanIndia

Brazil

A Global Alliance Guidance Team is composed of eight OC 
leaders from seven of the mobilization centers. Their role is 
to facilitate communication, cooperation, and collaboration 
between the mobilization centers and ministry teams for 
maximum strategic impact. 



Non-U.S. Personnel
(Personnel sent from and serving in countries 
other than the U.S., including supporting staff)
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The Impact of Internationalization

This chart depicts the growth of the mission and the 

dramatic change of composition.

U.S. Personnel
(Personnel sent from or serving in the U.S., 
including supporting staff)



Journal
Entries

OC 

Praise you, Lord! It has been a thrill to see what you are doing in Madagascar, 
using church planters to move into villages with no churches and see dynamic 
change. Now others want to partner with us to reach the entire rain forest. 

Karl, Africa

Thank you, Lord, for our virtual cafés. Using the Internet 
we can equip people working in Bulgaria, Romania, and 
Macedonia. What a blessing to share together three times 
a month for mutual encouragement and prayer. Kirk, Bulgaria

China Radio is having its greatest 
impact ever OC in partnership with 
FEBC for almost 30 years. I praise 
you for the 10,000 students currently 
enrolled in the two year study program. 

Russ, U.S. Mobilization Center

Lord, your ways exceed our greatest expectations. Forty 
years after we first went to Brazil, OC Brazil has 107 
missionaries in Brazil, and 27 missionaries serving in nine 
countries. Please bless our Brazilian brothers and sisters! 

Bill, Brazil



What a blessing Bible storying has been for over 100 
teachers in Huehuetenango! Lord, may the story 
of your Son impact their lives so he will be revealed 
this year to the 6,000 children in their classes. 

Jeff, Guatemala

Father, thank you for the church planting conference. 
It really inspired pastors. I was encouraged by 
a pastor who is heading up an alliance of churches. 

David, Central Asia

What a joy, Lord, to see research and technology inspiring 
cross-cultural prayer. Facebook is informing thousands 
of Christians in South America to pray for Tunisia. 

Larry, U.K.

Stories of the church growing in the Buddhist, Muslim, 
and Hindu worlds through signs and wonders encourage 
us to press on to see where God is at work, and 
to plant more multiplying, disciple-making communities. 

Murray, Global Church Planting Network



We praise God for bringing us into partnership 

with over 400 organizations. 

Together we face the remaining challenge!

Reaching the world together in 

Partnership



What is the challenge?

     1 church for every 1,500 people in urban areas

+  1 church for every 500 people in rural areas

—  2.8 million existing evangelical churches

7.3 million new churches

Accelerated church planting in every nation  
and every people group on earth

PassionOne
Vision ChallengeOneOne


