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Last year I visited a vineyard just outside of Assisi, Italy. While I was there tasting the wine and 
enjoying an al fresco lunch in the middle of the vineyard, I spoke aloud the words of John 15. I 
saw the vine. I felt its branches. I tasted the fruit. I thought of Jesus walking with his disciples, 
seeing a vineyard, and helping the disciples understand their design and their relationship with 
Him.   
 
John 15:5 I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear 
much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 
 
Who is Jesus?  
 
Jesus is the true vine.  
 
The vine is the strong, sturdy, woody part of the plant. In the resting season of growth, the 
branches are all cut off and the vine remains. The vine is constant, eternal. The vine is the 
source of life for the branches. The vine yields the fruit.   
 
Who are we?  
 
We are the branches. The branches grow out of the vine. The branches rely on the vine for life 
and strength. We must abide in Jesus if we want to bear fruit.  Think about the fruit you want to 
see in your life. Dare to dream of the fruit you want to see in your life that is beyond your 
capability – this is the gift of realizing we are the branches, and letting Jesus be the vine. The 
vine allows us to Hope and dream of being a part of something bigger than ourselves. The vine 
makes us strong and is our source of life.   
 
John 15:4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides 
in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.  
 
Let’s grow and flourish as we rest and live in Jesus.  
 


