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John 10 
10:11 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
 
10:14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 
 
Who is Jesus?  
Jesus says he is “the good shepherd”.  
 
The defining characteristic of the good shepherd is that he lays down his life for his sheep. His 
sheep are his priority. The shepherd is completely responsible for the life of the sheep.  
 
10:12 The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 
coming and leaves the sheep and runs away--and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 
 
The difference between the shepherd and the hired hand is obvious when there is trouble – the 
shepherd stays and fights for the sheep, the hired hand runs away and takes care of himself. 
The hired hand leaves the sheep defenseless to take care of themselves. The Shepherd stays 
and fights for the sheep, even to the death.  
 
The shepherd has a relationship with the sheep. They know one another.  
 
Who are we?  
We are the sheep. We belong to the shepherd, we are under the complete care of the 
shepherd.   
 
The wolf is our enemy – seeks to snatch us and scatter us (isolate us from one another and 
from the shepherd). We are safe and free when we are together as a flock under the care of the 
shepherd. The hired hand does his work, feeding the sheep and cleaning the pen, but the sheep 
don’t know him...  
 
The sheep know the shepherd and know his voice. The Shepherd’s voice cuts through the noise 
and calls the sheep home. The sheep are guarded and protected by the shepherd. The sheep 
are safe and free under the Shepherd’s care.   
 
Jesus is the good shepherd. We are his sheep.  
 
Go in peace.  
 


